352               THE FALL OF THE GERMAN REPUBLIC

planation that to avoid disturbances caused by the attacks of
wicked Communists, he had for the polling-day confined all
Storm Troops to barracks. Whether or not universal confinement
to barracks is not equivalent to mobilization and whether mobili-
zation is or is not equivalent to war, may be left to the technical
reader to decide for himself. But whatever the truth there was
one person who believed that the rumours were true and that was
the minister of defence.

Late on April 10 the nation was able to breathe freely again
when it learned that it had reaffirmed its rejection of Hitler and
read the final figures:

Hindenburg   ..        ..        . .    19,361,000

Hitler            ......13,4193000

Thaelmann......3,706,000

They were significant figures. The Nationalists with few ex-
ceptions had gone over to Hitler; over one million Red votes
had disappeared altogether; if there was one thing clear it
was that from Communism the nation needed no saviour,
In a message the old marshal ended with the words: "Close the
ranks; in unity forward with God." The privy council had a
perfect genius for saying the wrong thing.

Not merely was there not unity in the nation; there was not
even unity in the privy council. Schleicher's plans had all mis-
carried, and as a result he had made up his mind that the chan-
cellor must go and new combinations be found; if Hindenburg
had won the fight, Bruening had lost it. He had exposed Hinden-
burg to unnecessary humiliations; he had broken up the "national"
front; he had identified Tannenberg and the legend with Social
Democracy. That was what the general said; it was not what
he believed. His policy had failed because of his own miscalcu-
lations with the results he accurately described. He was looking
for a scapegoat for the failure which he should have foreseen,
He thought that his manoeuvres had placed Hitler in a position
from which there was no retreat; actually he had forced him into
a position so strong that retreat was a matter of indifference.
Even if his personal contacts had made him certain, even if the